Definition of Terms
Adoption Assistance and Child Welfare Act of 1980, Public Law 96-272:  The Adoption Assistance and Child Welfare Act of 1980 created Title IV-E of the Social Security Act.  Under this title, abused or neglected children in AFDC families are eligible on an entitlement basis for foster care, family reunification services, and adoption assistance.  Adoption and reunification services have only been available on an entitlement basis since the beginning of FY 1983, when the Adoption Assistance and Child Welfare Act was fully implemented.  The intent of the 1980 legislation was to eliminate bias in favor of foster care.  Through FY 1984, a ceiling was placed on federal AFDC foster care funding to encourage states to either return children to their homes or place children in new permanent homes.  In addition, federal funds have been made available at the Medicaid matching rate to promote adoption of children with special needs.  States administer the programs while services are provided by local agencies.  At the federal level, oversight of these activities is housed in the Administration for Children, Youth and Families.

Advocacy:  Active support, as of a course, idea, or policy.

Aid to Families with Dependent Children:  AFDC is the major federal state welfare program.  It provides cash assistance to economically needy individuals who are categorically eligible, which typically means children in fatherless homes.  This program was created by the Social Security Act of 1935 to provide federal support for children without fathers in the home.

Agency:  Agency means either a child caring institution or child placement agency.

Case Review:  Each of the local Review Boards are to review at least every six months cases of a representative sample of neglected/abused children.  The case reviews will include sibling groups.

Child Care Organization:  A governmental or non-governmental organization having as its principal function the receiving of minor children under 18 years of age for care, maintenance, training, and supervision.  Child care organization includes organizations commonly described as child caring institutions, child placing agencies, children's camps, child care centers, nursery schools, parent cooperative preschools, foster homes, group homes, or day care homes.

Child Support Enforcement:  All AFDC recipients are required to assign support rights to the state and to cooperate with the state in establishing paternity and obtaining child support.  Child support payments made on behalf of AFDC children are paid to the state, not the family.  If the amount collected is not sufficient to move the family off AFDC, the family receives its full welfare payment and the child support payment goes to reimburse the state and federal governments in proportion to their assistance to the family.

Child Welfare Programs:  Title IV of the Social Security Act is the major legislative source of child welfare services.  Different parts of Title IV have different purposes.  Any child or family in need of services is eligible under funding authorized by Title IV-B of the Social Security Act.  Services include foster care maintenance, family counseling, adoption, and child protective services, regardless of income.

Court Ward/Supervised Adoption:  A permanent court ward or MCI ward for whom the judge (permanent court ward) or the MCI Superintendent (MCI ward) has signed a consent for adoption and on whom the probate court has issued an order for placement with a specific adoptive family.  A "probationary period" of one year is usual before the adoption is finalized.  However, there can be confirmation (finalization) of the adoption before or after this time period.

Delinquent Court Ward:  A youth who has been determined by the Probate Court to come within its jurisdiction due to a violation of the delinquency section of the Juvenile Code.  The court may issue an order making the youth the responsibility of the Department for placement and care.  The court retains responsibility for judicial review of the youth's case.  Delinquent wards are not reviewed under Public Act 74, 1989.

Department:  Refers to the Michigan Department of Social Services.

Dual Wardship:  A youth who is a state ward under Act 220, P.A. 1935, and Act 150, P.A. 1974.

Family Assignment System:  (Wayne County Only) The FAS is a formalized, systematic process for the designation of service responsibility to families with children in need of out-of-home care and immediate placement capability among Wayne County child placing agencies.

Food Stamp Program:  The purpose of the Food Stamp Program is to increase the food purchasing power of low income households to the point that they can purchase a low cost diet that is nutritionally adequate.  Benefit levels and eligibility criteria are federally determined and are uniform across states.  Food stamp benefits are available to nearly all households if the household meets the income and liquid assets eligibility tests, regardless of the family composition of the household.  The Food Stamp Program at the state and local level is administered for most recipients by the same welfare offices and personnel that administer programs such as AFDC under different rules.

Foster Care:  Care of a child on a twenty-four (24) hour basis supervised by a child care organization pursuant to any of the following:

I.
Adjudicated pursuant to Section 2(b)(1) or (2) of Chapter XII A of Act No. 288 of the Public Acts of 1939, as amended, being Section 712A.2 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

II.
Voluntarily released pursuant to Section 28 of Chapter X of Act No. 288 of the Public Acts of 1939, being Section 710.28 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

III.
Voluntarily placed in foster care where the placement is financed by the Department of Social Services.

Foster Care Event:  Per Public Act 74 of 1989, "Foster Care Event" means any of the following:

I.
the child's return to the parent from whom the child was removed;

II.
the child's placement with a parent other than the parent from whom the child was removed;

III.
the child's placement with a relative;

IV.
the voluntary release of parental rights to the child; or

V.
the filing on behalf of the child of a petition to terminate parental rights to the  child.

Foster Home:  A home maintained by any individual or individuals having the care and control of minor children, other than those related to each other by blood or marriage, or related to such individuals, or who are legal wards of such relatives.

Foster Parent:  Any individual or individuals maintaining a foster home.

Head Start:  Head Start provides a comprehensive child development program to economically disadvantaged preschoolers through federal funding.  The Head Start offices are housed in the Administration for Children, Youth and Families, DHHS.

Independent Living:  An acceptable living arrangement for a youth 16 years old or over.  The Department retains responsibility for supervision and care of the youth and appropriate funding sources remain available to the youth.  The youth is generally semi self-sufficient to obtain this status, e.g., attending school, or working part or full time.

Initial Service Plan:  Initial assessment of a child, family situation and history, and current placement situation.  It must include problem identification, date and type of social work contacts, and placement plan including goals and objectives.

Medicaid:  Established in 1965 as Title XIX of the Social Security Act, Medicaid is a federal-state matching program that provides medical assistance to low income persons who are categorically needy--that is, aged, blind, disabled, or members of families with dependent children.  Within guidelines set by the federal government, each state designs its own program, and programs vary from state to state.  The Medicaid Program:  All states are required to offer the following services to the categorically needy:  inpatient and outpatient hospital services, laboratory and x-ray services, skilled nursing facility services for those over age twenty-one (21) and home health services for those requiring skilled nursing services; early and periodic screening, diagnosis, and treatment (EPSDT) for those under age twenty-one (21); family planning services and supplies; and physician's services.

Non-Ward (Non Delinquent/Voluntary):  Anyone of several situations in which the parents of a youth have requested the Department to provide assistance in the out-of-home placement of the youth.  These situations could include planning for the eventual release of the youth for adoption, emergency foster care while the parent is hospitalized, etc.  This situation also includes former MCI wards for whom the Department is continuing special payment.

OTI/Adoption:  A youth from another state or country whose parents' rights have been terminated by that state or country and who is placed with an adoptive family in Michigan.

OTI/Delinquent:  A youth who has been adjudicated delinquent while a resident in another state, who has been placed by the State of Michigan, and for whom the other state has requested courtesy supervision.

OTI/Neglect:  A youth who has been determined by the juvenile court of another state to come within its jurisdiction due to the parents' unwillingness or inability to provide adequate or appropriate care, who has been placed by that state in Michigan and for whom the other state has requested courtesy supervision.

Permanent Court Ward:  A youth who has been determined by the Family Division of Circuit Court to come within its jurisdiction due to the parents' unwillingness or inability to provide adequate or appropriate care.  In this situation, the court has terminated the parents' rights to any legal relationship with the youth.  The court may issue an order making the youth the responsibility of the Department for placement and care while retaining the responsibility for judicial review.

Permanent Foster Family Agreement:  A foster care arrangement in which it is expected that the child will remain until the age of majority with the same foster family.  It is appropriate only for those children for whom return to natural parents, placement with relatives, or adoption is determined to be unfeasible or impossible.

Permanent Home or Permanent Placement:  A permanent home may be achieved by:

I.
reuniting the child with his/her natural or legal family as appropriate and where feasible;

II.
relative placement;

III.
adoption; or

IV.
long term foster care

Petition:  In a juvenile court proceeding, the formal written document filed with the court which contains allegations of fact which, if proven or admitted, will give the juvenile court jurisdiction to enter orders of disposition.  The petition must be written and verified.

Preliminary Hearing:  It consists of the initial process of the juvenile court from referral of the complaint to the culmination of the decision as to whether a petition will be filed to institute formal court proceedings.

Release:  The procedure through which a parent may voluntarily transfer the guardianship and control of their child to a child caring agency for the purpose of placing the child up for adoption.  (Also referred to as relinquishment)

State Ward/Delinquent:  A youth, age 12 and over, who has been determined by the Probate Court to come within its jurisdiction due to a violation of the delinquency section of the Juvenile Code and who has been committed to the Department under the Youth Rehabilitation Services Act (Act 150, Public Act of 1974).  Only youth committed to this statute can be placed in Training Schools, Youth Rehabilitation Camps, or Arbor Heights.

State Ward/MCI:  A permanent court ward who has been committed to the Department under Act 220, Public Act of 1935.  In this situation, the court relinquished legal authority over the youth and places all parental (guardianship) responsibilities with the Department.

State Ward/Temporary Observation (MCI-O):  A temporary court ward (neglect) or a permanent court ward for whom the court has issued a temporary commitment order to the Department under Act 220, Public Act of 1935, for a period not to exceed ninety (90) days.  At the request of the Department and the concurrence of the court (by issuing a supplemental order), this temporary commitment may be extended.

Statutory Hearing:  In juvenile court, periodic review hearings may be held subsequent to the disposition hearing to apprise the court of the progress of the dispositional plan or to seek modification of the dispositional order.

Subsidy Adoption:  Supportive funds available to adoptive parents.

WIC/Special Supplemental Food Program for Women, Infants, and Children:  The special Supplemental Food Program is commonly known as WIC.  It provides nutritious food supplements to pregnant, breastfeeding, and postpartum women, as well as to infants and children up to their fifth birthday.  To qualify, mothers and children must be individually certified as "nutrition risks" because of dietary need and inadequate income.


Abbreviations and Acronyms
ADC-F

A Funding Source for AFDC Children in Foster Care

AFDC


Aid to Families with Dependent Children

AKA


Also Known As (usually refers to surname, alias)

AP


Assistance Payments

CIS


Client Information System

CRC


Community Residential Care

CYS


Children and Youth Services

DHHS


Department of Health and Human Services

DSS


Department of Social Services

GAL


Guardian ad Litem

FAS


Family Assignment System

ISP


Initial Service Plan

LKA


Last Known Address

LTP


Living Together Partner

MA


Medical Assistance

MACA


Michigan Association of Children's Alliances

MARE


Michigan Adoption Resource Exchange

MCI-O


Michigan Children's Institute - Observation

MCI-P


Michigan Children's Institute - Permanent Ward

MGF


Maternal Grandfather

MGM


Maternal Grandmother

MGP


Maternal Grandparent

MOMC

Michigan Osteopathic Medical Center

OCYS


Office of Children and Youth Services

P/A A


Parent/Agency Agreement

PFFA


Permanent Foster Family Agreement

PGF


Paternal Grandfather

PGM


Paternal Grandmother

PGP


Paternal Grandparent

SRE


Statutory Rehearing

TPR


Termination of Parental Rights

