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In March, the Faith Communities 
Coalition on Foster Care, a 
community outreach initiative of 
SOCC, launched two Orientations 
on Foster Care, one in Oakland 
County and one in Wayne County.  

 

Over 120 people attended the two 
events, which were presented to 
encourage faith communities to 
promote May as National Foster 
Care Month and to help recruit, 
support and contribute to the well-
being of foster children and 
families.  The on-going goal is to 
create a wider, stronger safety net 
that is connecting faith 
communities with service 
providers and the legal system on 
behalf of foster children 
throughout the area. 

 

The First event was March 22 at 
the First Presbyterian Church of 
Birmingham, where the Honorable 
Maura Corrigan, Michigan 
Supreme Court Justice, Third 
Judicial Circuit Court Judge Lynne 
Pierce and foster care mentor 
Jennifer Smith spoke passionately 
about their support of children in 
foster care. 

 

On March 29, Referee Kelly 
Ramsey of the Third Judicial 
Circuit Court delivered a stirring 
address to attendees at the 
Covenant of Faith Citadel Church 
in Detroit.  Referee Ramsey noted 
the differences each of us can 
make in the life of one child in 
foster care. 

Attendees also viewed the 
recently produced DVD by the 
Cadman Foundation.  The 13 
minute DVD featured interviews 
with Judge Corrigan, foster 
parents, aging out youth, 
mentors and an adoptive family. 
Many of those featured on the 
DVD also attended the events. 

 

After the inspiring presentations, 
one representative of the 
agencies remarked afterwards, 
“Thank you so much for this 
opportunity.  It has helped me 
realized once again why I do 
what I do.” 

 

Twenty service providers offered 
their resources for ways for 
individuals and congregations of 
all faiths to respond to the Call to 
Action on behalf of foster 
children.  The services included 
foster parenting adoptions, 
mentoring and volunteer 
activities. 

 

Faith-based groups are asked to 
help raise awareness and 
encourage involvement by 
asking in their printed materials 
and emails, “Who’s in the pews 
who can help as a 
foster/adoptive parent, 
mentor, advocate, or 
educator?” 
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The next meeting of the Faith 
Communities Coalition takes 
place on Thursday, May 21, 
2009 at 7:00PM at the First 
Presbyterian Church of 
Birmingham, 1669 West Maple 
Road, Birmingham, 48009. All 
are welcome. 

 

Resources for promoting May 
as Foster Care Month are 
available through the Faith 
Communities Coalition on 
Foster Care (contact 
kthoresen7@gmail.com) or 
through SOCC. 

 

A special thank you to all who 
made these orientations 
possible—and to all those great 
people involved with  providing 
safe, secure places for all 
children. 
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From L to R: Trina Richardson 
(Bethany Christian Services), 
David Shepherd and Jess 
Newman (Stand Up for Kids),  
Joy Mason (CIAO Project) 

Rev. Dr. Kate Thoresen, 
Coordinator of the Faith 
Communities Coalition on 
Foster Care 

From L to R: Gail Bagale (SOCC), 
Referee Kelly Ramsey and Judge 
Lynne Pierce (3rd Judicial Circuit 
Court) 



Visit www.fostercaremonth.org 
for ideas on how to get 

involved in changing the life of 
a child in foster care! 
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The next SOCC Conference  is scheduled 
for June 6, 2009 .  The Conference will focus 
on educational issues in foster care. 

 

Watch your inbox / mailbox for registration 
information! 
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Editor’s Note : With this edition, we 
add a new “Perspectives” column 
that features a personal point of 
view on foster care issues.  This 
month’s article comes from Danita 
Echols , who is now a Michigan 
DHS case manager after having 
been a foster care youth. 

 

Foster care has been a part of my 
life since I was seven years old.  In 
the years since, there is still no 
easy way to explain foster care or 
out of home placement.  I know 
that I have never spoken with 
anyone who understands all the 
aspects of foster care because it is 
a constantly evolving system.  I 
have been in all of the placements 
discussed below except residential.  
In foster care I was given the 
basics.  I missed feelings of long 
term attachment because when I 
was in care, foster parents and 
staff were told not to become too 
attached to the children.  I grew up 
knowing that there were people to 
provide for my basic needs and 
were paid for it but not that cared 
about me beyond this connection.   
I missed out on elementary healthy 
relationship building and trust in 

adults.   There was no one who 
had the expectations I would go to 
college or be employed or even 
had a future on anything but 
welfare. 

 

My first official foster placement 
was with foster parents.  I was 
placed in a home with strangers 
and I lived in the community 
actually not too far from my 
grandparents.  The family home 
was a minister and his wife and 
their daughter.  This is where I saw 
a healthy relationship between a 
male and female for the first time.  
In all the placements I lived in it 
was my favorite although I was 
separated from my siblings.  The 
bonds between the family 
members as well as the 
expectations for the children in the 
home were what I watched on 
television for someone else.   

 

DJ Healey was a shelter that took 
me and my three siblings.  We 
went there twice.  It was one of few 
placements the state had where we 
could all be placed together.  What 
I liked about the shelter besides my 

siblings being there with me 
was lack of expectations from 
the children.  I did not wash 
clothes, dishes or siblings.  No 
cooking, yard work, 
expectations and counseling.  I 
don’t remember school at all but 
I remember we had church 
every Sunday in which we took 
part and it was made fun for us.   
As a professional and when I 
was released from being a state 
ward, I see the draw backs of 
this system.  Every 
responsibility I had learned was 
stripped away from me.  There 
was no relationship building as 
the staff changed every eight 
hours and with each change 
came a different set of rules 
and procedures.  Each staff had 
different methods of parenting 
and we children had to adjust to 
the staff on duty at that time. 

 

801 W. Baltimore was a large 
intimidating building for a child.  
It was also where my siblings 
and I spent the night on more 
than one occasion, due to a 
shortage of foster homes.    
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We were “lobby bodies,” children 
who spend hours or in some cases 
days in social service offices while 
placement is located.  There are 
now supposed to be policies and 
procedures to prevent this from 
happening, including short term 
shelters, but due to the continued 
shortage of foster homes or 
appropriate placements for some of 
our youth, it is still possible to have 
to wait for over four hours.   

 

The juvenile detention center is 
now regulated so that only youth 
who have committed a crime are 
held there.  When I was in foster 
care my siblings and I were placed 
there on more than one occasion 
due to a shortage of foster homes 
and I am sure because they did not 
want lobby bodies.  Again this was 
another escape from responsibility.  
The highest expectation was that I 
would be a welfare mom.  My role 
was to adjust to each staff person 
who was on duty and try to stay out 
of trouble or at least not get caught.  

 

Fictive kin were not official 
placements when I was in care.  
Fictive kin are people not related 
by blood or marriage but have an 
interest in the youth.  I stayed in 
many fictive kin placements as a 
child due to my mother putting us 
with others.  Fictive kin are people 
who help raise other people’s 
children because they know the 
parent or the child.  There is a 
bond that is believed to be strong 
enough to help this youth function 
in the community and build on that 
relationship.  Some of my 
placements were good and some 
were bad.  Again the state did not 
place us. My mother did.   Unlike 
today, there were no criminal 
checks or investigation into the 
people. 

 

Residential programs are 
necessary I believe, but should not 
be long term.  No youth should 
leave foster care at 18 from a 
residential program.  Residentials, 

in my experience, have the same 
effect of placing youth in jail and 
expecting them to know how to 
negotiate life when released into 
the community.  Most residentials 
do not teach “hands-on” skills like 
budgeting, cooking, non scheduled 
activities and appropriate 
relationships.  Again staff changes 
every eight hours and youth must 
adjust to each staff that comes on.  
In “normal” homes youth can 
develop a pattern and have only 
the people in the household to 
respond to.  Youth are able to form 
attachments, learn to trust their 
environment, use transportation, 
shop and develop skills to obtain 
independence.  Even if the 
residential provides class work on 
these topics there is no real life 
experience. 

 

Group homes are smaller 
residentials usually in the 
community.  There is revolving staff 
and scheduled events but youth do 
have some responsibilities such as 
cooking, shopping, cleaning more 
than their room and community 
involvement.  My last placement 
was a group home Marlowe house.  
I got along with the staff after 
learning how to play the game all 
those years but the attachment 
was still limited.  I was not really 
given expectations, I did not 
participate in sleepovers with my 
peers or go on the senior trip or 
have a mentor to prepare me for 
college.  When I left Marlowe 
House I had $800 and I thought I 
was rich.  I did not have a job but 
my aunt stated I could spend the 
summer with her until school 
started.  I would still have to pay 
rent to stay there. 

 

I started college at 18 in the Fall.  I 
had no supervision, no real 
direction and still no one had 
expectations of me.  I had a work 
study job that was my source of 
income and I spent money like it 
was water.  I missed classes 
because freshmen are given early 

classes and I was with friends 
all night the night before.  I 
failed the first semester.  I was 
on suspended status due to 
grades and financial aid.  When 
I started college they did not 
ensure that you knew to pay the 
school first then if there was 
any money left over use it to 
live on.  I expected that since I 
was suspended I could stay 
with my aunt.  She stated 
absolutely not.  If I was not in 
school I could not come to her 
home during breaks nor could I 
live there while I tried to figure 
out what to do next.  I called my 
former case worker, staff from 
Marlowe House and previous 
counselors and no one would 
help me.  Some even stated 
that they expected it. 

 

Editor’s Note: Danita Echols is 
now in her 30s, has completed 
her Master’s Degree in Social 
Work, and has dedicated 
herself to helping youth in foster 
care. 

 



 

The SOCC Advisory Committee, 
representing the many 
perspectives and “voices” of those 
who care about the welfare of 
Michigan’s children in foster care, 
utilizes the special expertise of 
many of our supporters in moving 
the Coalition forward. 

The Advisory Committee is 
composed of the following 
members: 

Gail Bagale, SOCC Interim 
Director/Volunteer 

Brenda Baker-Mbacké , Michigan 
Foster Care Review Board 

Paul Duford , Shared Youth Vision 
Project 

Danita Echols, Wayne County 
Department of Human Services 

Rosalind Folman, Developmental 
Psychologist 

Jonnie Hill, CIAO Project 

 

Robert B. Holme s, University of 
Michigan 

Nicole Hoshock , Michigan Youth 
Opportunities Initiative 

Cameron D. Hosner , Vista Maria 

Annette Howard, Faith 
Communities for Families 

Gilda Jacobs , Senator, State of 
Michigan 

Viola King , Legal Aid and 
Defender Association 

Jack Kresnak , Michigan’s Children 

Shirley Mann-Gray , Children’s 
Hospital of Michigan 

Mona Perdue , Michigan Youth 
Opportunities Initiative 

Kelly Ramsey , 3rd Judicial Circuit 
Court of Michigan 

Marge Redmond, Northwest 
Counseling & Psychotherapy 
Center 

Trisha Stein , Child’s Hope 

Deborah Strong , Great Start 
Collaborative Wayne 

Cynthia Swift , Plymouth-Canton 
Community Schools 

Veda D. Thompkins , Families on 
the Move 

Kate Thoresen , Faith 
Communities Coalition on Foster 
Care 

Mary Trepanier-Street , UM-
Dearborn 

Annemarie Valdez , Child’s Hope 

Paul Zionts , UM-Dearborn 
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If you would like to be removed from the Save Our Children Coalition mailing list, 

please e-mail SOCCProject@umd.umich.edu or call the office at 313.593.5052. 


