
UTOOLS! 

SOCC is getting ready 
to launch UTOOLS, a 
pilot program for 9th 
grade youth in foster 
care. UTOOLS was born 
out of an alarming statis-
tic: less than half of fos-
ter children in South-
eastern Michigan make 
it through high school, 
with even fewer attend-
ing college.  The num-
bers are clear: having a 
college education more 
than doubles average 
lifetime earnings and 
significantly reduces 
incarceration rates.* But 
more than the clear-cut, 
obvious economics, 
there is the experience 
of being a college stu-
dent. 

 
On Saturday, January 
30th, University of Michi-
gan-Dearborn staff from 
the Athletics, Admis-
sions, Student activities, 
Career Services,  and 
the Environmental Inter-
pretive Center presented 

the programs they will 
run for sixty youth from 
three different foster 
care agencies. As the 
UM-Dearborn team pre-
sented their programs, 
those of us watching 
leaned forward in our 
chairs. We were re-
minded of  what it felt 
like to be a college kid, 
with the stress of study-
ing and taking exams, 
the stupid mistakes we 
made, and the excite-
ment and hope that we 
had for the future.  
UTOOLS is aimed at 
giving these foster youth 
the same hope and the 
tools to achieve that 
bright future. 

 

UTOOLS will feature 
programs such as tree-
tapping for maple syrup 
at the Environmental 
Interpretive Center, vi-
sion boards from Stu-
dent Activities and ca-
reer advice and planning 
from Career Services as 

well as team building 
and trust exercises 
led by the Athletics 
department. The 
youth will also be pro-
vided with UTOOLS  
T-shirts from the UM-
Dearborn Admissions 
department and be 
welcomed each week 
by Danita Echols, a 
foster care alumnus, 
author and social 
worker.  We look for-
ward to the start of 
this exciting program 
and will keep you up-
dated on the progress 
of these future 
UTOOLS and college 
graduates. 
 

See photos from 
UTOOLS Orientation 
on Page 4! 

 

*U.S. Census Bureau, 
Current Population Sur-
veys, March 1998, 1999, 
and 2000 
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Save Our Children  
Coalition (SOCC) is a coor-
dinating body which en-
courages collaboration 
among established and 
emerging community 
groups for Michigan’s chil-
dren in foster care. 
 
Save Our Children Coali-
tion seeks to determine 
strengths in the foster care 
system, and supports the 
development of programs 
that fill gaps and correct 
problems.  
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NEWSLETTER 

Save the Date: April 22, 2010 
Save Our Children Coa-
lition, in conjunction with 
Black Family Develop-
ment, Inc. and the 
Wayne State University 
School of Social Work 

will hold a conference on 
the following pressing 
topic: Overrepresenta-
tion of Children of 
Color in Michigan’s 
Child Welfare System. 

Save April 22, 2010 for 
this important confer-
ence.  More details will 
be forthcoming! 



securing full-time employment at  
the University of Michigan-
Dearborn.   

 

Catherine has stayed onboard to 
assist with the SOCC website and 
quarterly newsletter publications. 

 

Late 2009 has been a year of tran-
sition in the Save Our Children 
Coalition office.   

 

In October, SOCC welcomed Lia 
Pernell aboard as the organiza-
tion’s new Administrative Assistant.  
She replaced Catherine Parkins in 
the position upon her success at 
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SOCC Staffing Transitions 

Save Our Children Coalition 

Calling High School Seniors! 
You are invited to Attend 

College Goal Sunday for Foster Youth 
 

University of Michigan-Dearborn 

Fairlane Center South building 

19000 Hubbard Drive 

Dearborn, MI  48126 
 

Sunday, February 21, 2010 

2:00-4:00 p.m. 
 

Why attend? 
Receive help in completing your FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student) online 

Learn more about scholarships, grants and loans 

Find out about support programs for foster youth attending college 

What to Bring to Complete Your FAFSA Application: 
• You will be able to complete the FAFSA form at College Goal Sunday, please bring the following items with 
you. 
• Your PIN number (you may apply for your PIN at www.pin.ed.gov ) 

• Your Social Security Number 

• Your driver’s license (if any) 

• Your W-2 forms or other records of money earned in 2009 

• Your 2009 Federal Income Tax Return (if filed) 

• Your alien registration card (if you are not a U.S. Citizen)  

 
Make the Date. Max the Cash  
Save the date online at http://www.micollegegoal.org/        

Click on students. You can use this Web site to get more information. 
For additional information, please contact the Office of Financial Aid at 313-593-5300 or online at 
www.umd.umich.edu.  

Welcome, Lia, and congratulations, 
Catherine! 
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You see we know the damage of the act 

It causes the damaged to react 

They beat, they cheat, they steal, and they fail   

If you were they, oh please understand 

You’d likely do it to, so we must give them a better 
hand 

 

To put a new effort at the tip top of our to do list 

All systems, all people, we’ll all stand together 

To lop it, to bop it, to curtail and crop it 

To defeat it, to beat it, head on we will stop it 

 

New thinking, new actions, yes that’s just what we’ll do 

We’ll all band together to help give them dreams too 

We can do this, we can do this, yes….I know we’ll  
succeed 

We can stop this, we can beat this 

Are you with me? Let’s make it our creed. 

 

Because I do not like abuse and neglect and all that it 
causes.  I do not like it at all. 

Perspectives: “I Do Not Like Abuse and Neglect” 

 

I DO NOT LIKE ABUSE AND NEGLECT 
 

I do not like abuse and neglect 

I do not like it at all 

It causes so much more than the instant pain and harm 

So we must do so much more and show more alarm 

 

Seems only right to use a strangely familiar syntax  

That Dr. Seuss used quite nicely to the max 

As we talk, and work, and change it for 

The kids, our kids who have been hurt to the core 

I do not like abuse and neglect; I do not like it at all, sad I 
am. 

 

I do not like it when they are young and carefree 

I do not like it when they are older, with pure visions still to 
see 

I particularly do not like it when they can’t stop it 

I do not like it in the North, South, West or East 

I do not like it in cities or small towns, no not in the least 

I do not like abuse and neglect; I do not like it all, sad I am. 
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Editor’s Note: This  edition’s Perspectives column comes courtesy of John A. Tuell who penned “I Do Not Like 
Abuse and Neglect.”  Mr. Tuell is the  Director of the Child Welfare-Juvenile Justice Systems Integration Initiative 
and Senior Consultant & Project Director, MacArthur Foundation Models for Change Initiative.  The poem is repro-
duced with the author’s permission.  With apologies to Dr. Suess! 

Support SOCC by using GoodSearch.com and GoodShop.com! 

Search the web with Good-
Search.com and shop online by 
starting at GoodShop.com and you 
can support the Save Our Children 
Coalition! 
 

Powered by Yahoo!, GoodSearch 
and GoodShop both donate to over 
87,000 non-profit s and schools  

when you use their websites for 
your web needs.   
 

How do I help SOCC when I 
search or shop?   

 
Go to GoodSearch.com or Good-
Shop.com. Type in “Save Our Chil-
dren Coalition” and click on   

“Verify.”  Once veritication is com-
plete, go ahead with your web 
search or shop online!  It’s that 
simple!  A donation will be made to 
the Save Our Children Coalition. 
 

Thank you for your support! 
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UTOOLS Orientation Photos 

UTOOLS Faculty (L to R): Danita Echols, DHS Child Welfare 
Training Institute; Regina Storrs, UM-Dearborn Career Services; 
Amy Karaban, UM-Dearborn Student Activities 

Referee Kelly Ramsey,  3rd Judicial Court of Michigan who 
helped inspire UTOOLS. 

UTOOLS Faculty - Standing: Jodee Gibson, 
UM-Dearborn Athletics leads the group in the 
“Bumpity Bump” name game. 

Seated: Dorothy McLeer, UM-Dearborn   
Environmental Interpretive Center Naturalist 
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SOCC Advisory Committee 

Danita Echols, DHS Child  
Welfare Training Institute 

Jonnie Hill, Foster Care 
Graduate 

Robert B. Holmes , University of 
Michigan 

Nicole Hoshock , Michigan De-
partment of Human Services 

Cameron D. Hosner , Vista 
Maria 

Annette Howard, Faith Com-
munities for Families 

Gilda Jacobs , Senator, State of 
Michigan 

Viola King , Legal Aid and De-
fender Association 

Jack Kresnak , Michigan’s Chil-
dren 

Shirley Mann-Gray , Children’s 
Hospital of Michigan 

The SOCC Advisory Committee, 
representing the many perspec-
tives and “voices” of those who 
care about the welfare of Michi-
gan’s children in foster care, 
utilizes the special expertise of 
many of our supporters in mov-
ing the Coalition forward. 

The Advisory Committee is com-
posed of the following members: 

 
Gail Bagale, SOCC Interim Di-
rector/Volunteer 

Brenda Baker-Mbacké , Michi-
gan Foster Care Review Board 

David Benjamins , Detroit Insti-
tute for Children 

Lacea Curtis , The Guidance 
Center 

Paul Duford , Shared Youth Vi-
sion Project 

Mona Perdue , Michigan Youth 
Opportunities Initiative 

Kelly Ramsey , 3rd Judicial Cir-
cuit Court of Michigan 

Trisha Stein , Child’s Hope 

Deborah Strong , Great Start 
Collaborative Wayne 

Cynthia Swift , Plymouth-
Canton Community Schools 

Veda D. Thompkins , Families 
on the Move 

Kate Thoresen , Faith Commu-
nities Coalition on Foster Care 

Mary Trepanier-Street ,  
University of Michigan-Dearborn 

Annemarie Valdez , Child’s 
Hope 

 

Save Our Children Coalition 
UM-Dearborn School of Education 
19000 Hubbard Drive, FCS C-25 

Dearborn, MI 48126 

Phone: 313.593.5052 
Fax: 313.593.9961 

E-mail: SOCCProject@umd.umich.edu 
Web: www.SaveOurChildrenCoalition.org 

 

If you would like to be removed from the Save Our Children Coalition mailing 
list, please e-mail SOCCProject@umd.umich.edu or call the office at 
313.593.5052. 


