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Late December 2008 marked  
the launch of the 
SaveOurChildrenCoalition.org  
website.   

Thanks to the aid of Paul DuFord 
and the Shared Youth Vision 
Project, SOCC now has a 
growing, online resource for 
anyone who may need information 
on foster youth issues and more!  
The website provides information 
including: basic needs like housing 
and food assistance, education 
and job hunting help, to 

counseling resources and 
beyond. SOCC’s new 
website makes it easy to 
find the information you 
need, whether you are a 
foster youth, parent, 
community member 
looking to help or a service 
provider for foster youth 
and their families.  

Visit the website to submit 
your foster-youth related 
organization and be 
discovered by those who 
could use your help! 
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The Michigan graduate 
schools of social work have 
combined their efforts to offer 
nineteen in-service training 
workshops for the 
Department of Human 
Services and for child welfare 
workers and human service 
professionals in other 
agencies that service 
children and families. 
With the support of Casey 
Family Programs, these 
workshops are offered 
free of charge for DHS child 
welfare workers  
 

and at reduced cost for 
private agency child 
welfare professionals.  
These workshops are 
intended for veteran 
professionals in child 
protective services, foster 
care, adoption, or 
residential treatment but  

To view the catalog, please visit:  

http://www.saveourchildrencoalition.org/events/chil d-welfare-in-service-programs-8.html  

should have broad 
application to other human 
service professionals, as 
well. Offered by seven 
graduate schools of social 
work, the variety of speakers 
and topics are located across 
the state of Michigan. The 
schools are hoping to expand 
the in-service offerings for 
the second half of 2009 and 
beyond. 



The Faith Communities Coalition 
on Foster Care  is a community 
outreach endeavor that grew out of 
the Save Our Children Summit held 
November 30, 2007.  Over sixty 
members from across the Detroit 
area have come together to find 
ways we can work together to 
provide a wider safety net for our 
vulnerable children here. 

  

We seek to build relationships 
between faith communities and 
social service agencies.   An 
immediate goal is to enlist the 
help of 100 faith communities to 
promote May as Foster Care 
Month, 2009. We encourage each 
faith community to partner with a 
local agency in order to provide at 
least one special project on behalf 
of foster children and families in 
2009.  This will provide a catalyst 
that educates and motivates our 
grass roots faith-based 
organizations to take small, 
concrete steps to change a life. 

 

We realize that this takes a 

collaborative effort based on 
effective communications between 
our local agencies with 
congregations.  Our vision is to 
provide a way for continued 
networking of the many dedicated 
people throughout metro Detroit on 
behalf of our foster children and 
youth.  

 

Two orientations will be held on 
Sunday afternoons, March 22 and 
on March 29  for leaders and 
agencies to meet together face to 
face. The March 22 orientation is 
held from 3:30- 5:00PM at First 
Presbyterian Church , 1669 West 
Maple Road, Birmingham, MI, 
48009.  The March 29 orientation is 

set for 5:00-7:00PM at  Citade l of 
Faith  Covenant Church, 8801 
Woodward Ave.  Detroit  48202.  

Included will be inspirational 
speakers, free leaders’ packets 
which includes resource materials, 
a DVD featuring local interviews 
and a CD ROM for contacts of local 
agencies, speakers and 
reproducible printed materials.  

 

Make reservations through the 
Faith Communities Coalition on 
Foster Care coordinator, Rev. Kate 
Thoresen at 
kthoresen7@gmail.com or 248-
643-8373 or through Donna Purdy 
at donna@cadmanfoundation.org; 
248-370-8040.  

 

The Faith Communities Coalition 
on Foster Care  is part of the 
community outreach initiative of the 
Save Our Children Coalition 
housed at the University of 
Michigan-Dearborn School of 
Education.   

 

Hope to see you at one of the 
upcoming Orientations. 
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Check it out!  On Feb. 28 at 8PM Lifetime Channel Movie presents, 
America.  Filmed in Detroit, the program raises awareness about kids 
in foster care.  Encourage friends to see this inspiring story. 
 

Visit the National Foster Care Month website at 
http://www.fostercaremonth.org/Pages/default.aspx for more 
information on how to make a difference to a child in foster care, and 
read success stories of foster care alumni! 
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First Presbyterian Church 

1669 West Maple Road   Birmingham, MI 48009 
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Citadel of Faith Covenant Church 

8801 Woodward Ave.  Detroit, MI  48202 

 

*Hear advocates for foster care reform 

 Michigan Supreme Court Justice Maura Corrigan, (Mar ch 22) 

and Chief Referee Kelly Ramsey  of the Third Judici al Circuit (March 29) 

 

*Receive resource materials to educate and motivate your congregation 

*Meet and partner with other churches and local agencies  
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As always, the youth voice rang 
loud and clear. Three main 
messages resonated from the 
youth panel. 

 

1. The importance of having 
people involved in service 
provision who truly care 
and who really listen to 
youth.   

 

2. Youth felt that more 
support from people in 
their lives, more linkages 
within their communities, 
and following up on youth 
and the referrals that are 
given to youth are 
extremely important. 

 

3. The panel felt as though 
they often haphazardly 
learned of programs that 
could benefit their 
development and 
transition. However, there 
seems to be no centralized 
placed or method for 
obtaining information about 
available programs and 
services. A suggestion was 
made to develop a 
resource center in the 
community where youth 
could go to get questions 
answered and receive 
updated information about 
how to access services.  
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On December 9th, the Save Our 
Children Coalition and the 
Southeast Michigan Shared Youth 
Vision Pilot Project hosted an all-
day Learning Exchange at the 
University of Michigan Dearborn. 
The purpose of the event was to 
facilitate dialogue specifically 
focused on building effective youth 
focused collaborations between 
members of five Southeast 
Michigan Counties (Monroe, St. 
Clair, Wayne, Oakland and 
Macomb). The Learning Exchange 
was facilitated by the School & 
Main, which is a nationally 
recognized training and partnership 
development organization that 
helps organizations work together 
– across institutional lines or in 
“uncommon” coalitions – to 
improve their communities and the 
lives of young people living in 
them. 

Despite a wintery storm and icy 
roads, the Learning Exchange 
attracted individuals from a wide 
array of backgrounds. There were 
representatives from Department of 
Human Services, Department of 
Justice, Department of Labor and 
Economic Growth, Department of 
Community Health, Department of 
Education, foster care (both foster 
parents and youth), alternative 
education, Universities, workforce 
development programs, private 
foster care agencies, and many 
more. The day was a great 
success. The Learning Exchange 
provided participants with a useful 
tool for assessing their 
collaborative focus and capacity, 
identifying one’s own self-interest 
for participating in a collaborative 
and identifying highest priority work 
to accomplish within a 
collaborative. The highlight of the 
day was an incredible youth panel 
made up of six youth representing 
alternative education and foster 
care backgrounds.  
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The SOCC Advisory Committee, 
representing the many 
perspectives and “voices” of those 
who care about the welfare of 
Michigan’s children in foster care, 
utilizes the special expertise of 
many of our supporters in moving 
the Coalition forward. 

The Advisory Committee is 
composed of the following 
members: 

Gail Bagale, SOCC Volunteer 

Brenda Baker-Mbacké , Michigan 
Foster Care Review Board 

Paul Duford , Shared Youth Vision 
Project 

Danita Echols, Wayne County 
Department of Human Services 

Rosalind Folman, Developmental 
Psychologist 

Jonnie Hill, CIAO Project 

Robert B. Holmes , University of 
Michigan 

Nicole Hoshock , Michigan Youth 
Opportunities Initiative 

Cameron D. Hosner , Vista Maria 

Annette Howard, Faith 
Communities for Families 

Gilda Jacobs , Senator, State of 
Michigan 

Viola King , Legal Aid and 
Defender Association 

Jack Kresnak , Michigan’s Children 

Shirley Mann-Gray , Children’s 
Hospital of Michigan 

Mona Perdue , Michigan Youth 
Opportunities Initiative 

Kelly Ramsey , 3rd Judicial Circuit 
Court of Michigan 

Marge Redmond, Northwest 
Counseling & Psychotherapy 
Center 

Trisha Stein , Child’s Hope 

Deborah Strong , Great Start 
Collaborative Wayne 

Cynthia Swift , Plymouth-Canton 
Community Schools 

Veda D. Thompkins , Families on 
the Move 

Kate Thoresen , Faith 
Communities Coalition on Foster 
Care 

Mary Trepanier-Street , UM-
Dearborn 

Annemarie Valdez , Child’s Hope 

Paul Zionts , UM-Dearborn 
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